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moot together, and leads the men of the hundred to the host,
or to the hue and cry, or to the shiremoot. He is generally
elected, although sometimes the feudal element is all-powerful
here also, and he is nominated by the noble or prelate to whom
the hundred belongs. He has no undivided authority ; he is
helped by a body of freemen, twelve or a multiple of twelve,
who declare the report of the hundred, and are capable of
declaring the law. Nearly all the work of judicature is con-
tained in this, for questions of fact are determined by compur-
gation and ordeal. The shiremoot is a ready court of appeal,
and the royal audience is accessible only when both hundred-
moot and folkmoot have failed to do justice.

A cluster of hundreds makes the shire; its officers are
the ealdorman, the sheriff, and the bishop ; its councillors are
the thegns, who declare the report of the shire ; its judges are
the folk assembled in the shiremoot, the people, the lords of
land with their stewards, and from the townships the reeve and
four men and the parish priest.

The shiremoot is the most complete organization under the
system : it is the FOLKMOOT; not the witenagemot of the
shire, but the assembly of the people; in it all freemen in person
or by representation appear. Its ealdorman is appointed by
the wit an of the whole nation, like the princeps of Tacitus ;
its reeve once, perhaps, elected from below and authorized
from above, like the king or bishop himself. The ealdorman
leads the whole shire to the host, the sheriff commands the
freemen, the lords their comites and vassals, the bishop's reeve
or abbot's reeve the tenants of the churches ; all under the
ealdorman as the national leader. The ealdorman and bishop
attend the witenagemot; the sheriff executes justice and
secures the rights of the king or nation in the shire.

The union of shires is the kingdom; whether there be only
two or three, as in any of the seven kingdoms, or more, as in the
kingdom of Athelstan or Edgar. But the kingdom is merely
an aggregation of shires, which in many cases have themselves